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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Approxi mately 100,000 1Illinoisans qualify for
Medicaid only by first spending down their nonthly inconme on
medical bills to the Medicaid eligibility level (currently
$608 per nmonth for a single adult and $822 per nonth for a

married couple); and

WHEREAS, The process of verifying that these |I1linoisans
have spent down their nonthly inconme on nedical bills to the
Medicaid eligibility | evel IS often cunber sone and
time-consumng for both recipients and | ocal office staff of

t he Departnent of Human Services; and

WHEREAS, Federal |aw permts the Departnent of Public Ad
to give Illinoisans enrolled in Medicaid spenddown the option
of pre-paying their spenddown amount in a manner simlar to a

nmont hly i nsurance prem um and

WHEREAS, Having the option of pre-paying their Medicaid
spenddown anount is likely to benefit many I1linoisans on
Medi cai d spenddown, who would then be able to receive a
Medi caid card each nonth without delay and wi thout having to
present bills and receipts to their |ocal Departnent of Human

Services office each nonth; and

VHEREAS, Several states have established successf ul

Medi cai d spenddown pre-paynent prograns; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY- SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINOS, that the Departnent of
Public Aid is directed to:

(1) Conduct a study of the feasibility of establishing a
Medi cai d spenddown pr e- paynent program in I11inois,
including, but not limted to, (i) an analysis of spenddown
pre-paynent progranms in other states, (ii) an estimte of the

nunber of Il1inoisans who would be eligible to participate in
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a spenddown pre-paynent program (iii) the projected nunber
of eligible individuals who are likely to participate in a
spenddown pre-paynent program (iv) an analysis of how
Medi cai d spenddown recipients may or may not benefit from a
spenddown pr e- paynent program (v) a description of
adm ni strative and policy changes that woul d be necessary to
i npl emrent a spenddown pre-paynment program and (vi) projected
cost increases and cost savings that would result fromthe
i npl ementati on of a spenddown pre-paynent prograni

(2) Collaborate with the Departnent of Human Services,
advocat es for Medicaid spenddown recipients, and other
interested parties in desi gni ng and conducti ng t he
feasibility study; and

(3) File a witten report with the Senate on or before
Decenber 31, 2002, regarding the feasibility of inplenenting
a Medicaid spenddown pre-paynent programin Illinois; and be

it further

RESCLVED, That the Departnment of Human Services shal
cooperate in executing the requirenents of this Resol ution;

and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be sent to the
Director of Public Ad and to the Secretary of Human

Ser vi ces.
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